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GARMENT ADAPTED FOR LABEL ATTACHMENT 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates generally to a garment adapted for the attachment 
5 of a label in the collar area after manufacture of the garment is substantially complete. 
The invention also related to a process for producing such a garment, as well as 
methods for manufacturing, marketing, and selling the garment of the invention. 

BACKGROUND 

10 Most garments are produced with a label that is attached to the garment at 

some attachment point, often a seam, by stitching which may be the same stitching 
used to create the seam. Shirts often have the label located at a back, inside portion of 
the collar. The attachment point of the label may be covered with a strip of material 
to flatten and smooth the label attachment point, possibly including a garment seam. 

15 To subsequently attach a label and/or remove an existing label, the cover strip must be 
detached along at least one edge to expose the label attachment area, a label must be 
inserted and secured by re-attaching the cover strip. This label attachment 
configuration is characteristic of many garments on the market today. Further, 
manufacturing requirements of some garments may more or less dictate the location 

20 and type of label attachment. 

Garments such as t-shirts are produced having a body portion that is a knit 
tube. This creates a garment lacking side seams, for example, extending downward 
from the arm holes on either side. Because of this type of construction, all labels, 
including those required by government regulations, typically are attached at a collar 

25 seam of one type or another. Such labels usually are seen attached at the back of the 
collar attachment seam. This seam is created when a piece of material, known in the 
art as a "collarette," is folded and sewn around the garment neck to form a collar. 
During this sewing process, a label or labels may be attached, including the 
manufacturer's identifier and/or production information. In addition to t-shirts, other 

30 garments also often have labels attached in the back area of a collar portion regardless 
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of the availability of other possible attachment points. This label attachment area may 
be chosen for a number of reasons, including its visibility to a potential purchaser 
when displayed for retail sale. 

Several methods have been used to flatten and/or cover the seam that connects 
5 the collarette to the garment (the "joining seam"). One method involves the use of a 
strip of material known as a display. The display is sewn on the inside of the collar to 
cover the joining seam. One edge of the display strip is sewn into the joining seam as 
the collarette is attached. The display is then folded over the joining seam and 
attached to the garment body with an additional stitching. The di^lay is used to 

10 cover the portion of the exposed joining seam that would be partially visible after the 
garment is packaged for sale, i.e. at the back of the neck. 

Another method of covering the joining seam involves the use of a so-called 
"shoulder-to-shoulder" tape. In garments incorporating this structure, the "tape" or 
strip of material runs from the top of each arm hole, across the back, inside portion of 

15 the collar, and is attached using separate stitching above and below the joining seam 
between the collarette and the garment body. 

Labels for such garments typically are attached by being sewn into the joining 
seam. When display strips or shoulder-to-shoulder tape are employed to cover a 
joining seam, the label attachment point is covered and made inaccessible by at least 

20 one additional stitching and layer of material. 

Although the foregoing has addressed the labeling of shirts, especially t-shirts 
in a collar area, it will be recognized that it may be desirable to cover an attachment 
point of a label regardless of the location of the label. Otherwise, the end of the label, 
although stitched down or attached in some maimer, may be aesthetically undesirable 

25 or actually present a point of discomfort to the wearer to the garment. 

A significant market exists for garments that are subsequently labeled 
according to the demands of a purchaser from the garment manufacturer. Unlike 
garments produced by manufacturers as "private label" products, which typically have 
the final label inserted on behalf of a client by the manufacturer, some purchasers may 

30 require that the label be inserted at some point subsequent to manufacture of the 
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garment (custon labeling). Also, it may be desirable for manufacturers to maintain a 
ready inventory of a garment adapted for attachment of a label subsequent to the 
substantially complete manufacture of the garment. 

Currently, the labeling of garments after manufacturing often involves the 
5 cutting of stitching associated with a covering of the joining seam, insertion of a label 
(and perhaps the removal of an existing label), and re-attachment of the covering 
(either a display or shoulder-to-shoulder tape). This is, at least, a three step operation 
requiring significant time and expense to accomplish subsequent labeling of the pre- 
manufactured garment. Also, such labels may be attached by simply sewing the label 
1 0 on over the existing garment collar structure. This method may be aesthetically 
unacceptable or may produce a point of irritation for the wearer of the garment. 
Accordingly, a need exists for a garment that is produced to facilitate improved 
labeling, subsequent to the substantial completion of manufacture of a garment. 

15 SUMMARY 

The present invention provides a garment that is adapted for the efficient 
attachment of a label, subsequent to the substantial completion of the manufacture of 
the garment. The invention includes a process for producing such a garment, as well 
as a method for inventory, marketing, and sales of a garment adapted for subsequent 

20 labeling. 

The processes, and various embodiments thereof, are described in more detail 
below. Although the present invention has been described with reference to certain 
embodiments, other embodiments may achieve similar results and advantages. 
Variations and modifications of the present invention will be apparent to one skilled 
25 in the art and the disclosure herein is intended to cover all such modifications and 
equivalents. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Fig. 1 shows an embodiment of the present invention in partial view of a 
t-shirt having a joining seam covered by a display. 
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Fig. 2 shows an embodiment of the present invention in partial view of a 
t-shirt having a joining seam covered by shoulder-to-shoulder tape. 

Fig. 3 shows a detailed view of one embodiment of the invention wherein an 
unattached side of a shoulder-to-shoulder tape (as in Fig. 2) is produced in a label 
5 attachment area by a deviation in the stitching which attaches one side of the display 
to the garment. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

In one aspect, the invention relates to a garment adapted for attachment of a 
label subsequent to the substantially complete manufacture of the garment. The 

10 garment comprises a joining seam between two garment components joined together 
to form a portion of the garment; and a strip that covers a portion of the joining seam. 
A length of the strip is detached on at least one edge portion so as to facilitate the 
attachment of the label. The length of the strip that is not attached on at least one 
edge portion may be located on an inside, back portion of a collar portion of the 

15 garment. The length of the strip that is not attached on one edge portion may be 
slightly longer than a width of a label to be attached, thereby allowing insertion and 
attachment of the label, for example by inserting the label and stitching the unattached 
edge to the garment through the label. A product information label may be provided 
and may be attached to the joining seam in an area corresponding to the location of 

20 the detached length of the strip. 

In another aspect, the strip used to cover the joining seam is a display strip 
attached to the joining seam on a first edge portion and to the garment body over a 
portion of a second edge portion, thereby covering a portion of the joining seam. The 
first edge portion of the display strip may be attached to the joining seam by being 

25 sewn into the joining seam along with the two garment components. A lock stitch 
may be used to attach the strip edge portion adjacent to the unattached length. A 
method of attaching a display and label to a garment body is shown in U.S. Patent No. 
5,390,614, the disclosure of which is fully incorporated herein by reference. 
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In another aspect, the components forming the collar portion may include a 
collarette and a garment body that comprises a continuous knit tube. When the 
collarette is attached to the garment body, the two form a continuous collar. The 
garment may be a t-shirt. 
5 Although the invention may comprise embodiments wherein the garment body 

is a tubular knit design, such as t-shirts, the invention is not limited to such garments. 
It will be recognized that the invention provides a garment adapted for the attachment 
of a label in any garment having a covering strip as a point of attachment for a label. 
Such garments include, but are not limited to, sports shirts such as golf shirts. The 

10 covering strip may cover a joining seam in the collar area, or be located at any other 
label attachment area of the garment. 

In certain circumstances, it may be advantageous to produce a garment 
according to the invention wherein a cover stitch is associated with garment seams 
extending from a top of an arm hole to the collar attachment. This provides re- 

1 5 enforcement for these seams. In addition to re-enforcement, the cover stitch provides 
the exterior appearance associated with the use of shoulder-to-shoulder tape when 
such tape is not actually used, as when a display strip is used to cover the joining 
seam in the collar portion. 

Although the invention may utilize a display strip as noted above, the 

20 invention also includes embodiments that use shoulder-to-shoulder tape as a covering 
for the joining seam in a collar portion of a garment. Accordingly, in another aspect, 
the invention includes a garment adapted for attachment of a label subsequent to the 
substantially complete manufacture of the garment, the garment comprising a joining 
seam between two garment components joined together to form a collar portion of the 

25 garment, and a shoulder-to-shoulder tape that covers a portion of the joining seam and 
that is attached along a first edge portion to one of the two garment components and 
along a second edge portion the other garment component. A length of at least one 
edge portion is detached so as to facilitate the attachment of the label. The garment 
component attached to the first edge portion of the tape may be a collarette, and the 

30 garment component attached to the second edge portion of the tape may be a garment 
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body. Both edge portions of the tape may comprise a length that is unattached. In 
one embodiment, a length of the second edge portion (attached to the garment body) 
is detached in a label attachment area. 

The invention also relates to a process for producing a garment adapted for 
5 attachment of a label subsequent to the substantially complete manufacture of the 
garment. The process comprises attaching a collarette to a garment body to form a 
joining seam; attaching a display strip to the collarette and the garment body by 
including a first edge portion of the display strip in a stitching forming the joining 
seam; folding the display strip over the joining seam; and attaching a second edge 

10 portion of the display strip to the garment body except over a length of the second 
edge portion corresponding to a label attachment area. Attachment of the second edge 
portion of the display strip on either side of the length corresponding to the label 
attachment area may comprise stitching the second edge portion to the garment body 
using a lock stitch. The process may also comprise attaching a product information 

1 5 label to the joining seam in label attachment area. 

A process is also provided for producing a garment adapted for attachment of a 
label subsequent to the substantially complete manufacture of the garment using a 
shoulder-to-shoulder tape. The process comprises attaching a collarette to a garment 
body to form a joining seam; attaching a shoulder-to-shoulder tape to the collarette 

20 and the garment body by attaching a first edge portion of the shoulder-to-shoulder 
tape to the collarette along one side of the joining seam; and attaching a second edge 
portion of the shoulder-to-shoulder tape to the garment body, a length of at least one 
edge portion of the shoulder-to-shoulder tape corresponding to a label attachment area 
being detached. The at least one edge portion may be the second edge portion. Also, 

25 attaching the second edge portion of the shoulder-to-shoulder tape on either side of 
the length corresponding to the label attachment area may comprise stitching the 
second edge portion to the garment body using a lock stitch. The process may further 
comprise attaching a product information label in label attachment area. 

The invention further includes a process for serving purchasers who require a 

30 garment adapted for attachment of a label. These purchasers may require limited 
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quantities that do not support a traditional custom/private label manufacturing run, 
where the manufacturer produces the garment with the label according to the 
purchasers requirements. Also, the purchaser may have an unplanned need for a 
garment which is substantially complete, but adapted for attachment of the purchaser's 
5 label. These needs are not met by current practices of custom/private label 
manufacturing. 

Accordingly, yet another aspect the present invention includes a process for 
providing a garment article adapted for labeling subsequent to the substantially 
complete manufacture of the garment. The process comprises manufacturing the 

10 garment article; and maintaining the garment article in inventory. According to this 
aspect of the invention, a purchaser may be provided with a garment adapted for 
attachment of a custom label when that purchaser's quantity or time requirements 
would not support a typical custom label manufacturing run. Maintaining the garment 
in inventory allows the garment manufacturer to serve purchaser's having the needs 

15 discussed above, where no such option was previously available. 

In one embodiment, the point of attachment is provided in the area of a collar 
seam of the garment. The collar seam may be a joining seam between a collarette and 
a garment body. In another embodiment, manufacturing the garment article may 
further comprise providing a pre-affixed label containing information concerning the 

20 garment. 

In yet another aspect, the invention includes a process for providing an 
garment adapted for labeling subsequent to the substantially complete manufacture of 
the garment. This process comprises manufacturing the garment article by providing 
a point of attachment for a label, wherein subsequent attachment of the label by the 
25 purchaser requires no more than two additional steps; and maintaining the garment 
article in inventory. The two additional steps may comprise inserting the label and 
attaching a garment component adapted to cover the point of attachment. These steps 
may be accomplished by the purchaser or may be performed under their direction, 
possibly by a third party. 
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In another aspect, the invention provides a process for facilitating expedited 
filling of internal or external specialized label requirements. The process includes 
manufacturing a garment adapted for label insertion and attachment, and maintaining 
the garment in inventory for in-house use on demand for the production of specialized 
5 label garments. In one embodiment, the garment includes a strip covering a garment 
seam in a label attachment area, the strip having a length of at least one edge 
unattached to allow the insertion of a specialized label. The specialized label is 
subsequently secured by attachment of the at least one unattached edge over the 
inserted specialized label. A specialized label may be a private label or a label 

10 required for the production of a particular product of the manufacturer which was not 
determined at the time of substantially complete manufacture of the garment. The 
process according to the invention provides increased capacity to respond quickly to a 
need for a specialized label product. 

In yet another aspect, the invention includes a process for facilitating 

15 expedited filling of customer private label orders. In this aspect of the invention, the 
garments of the invention which are adapted for label insertion and attachment are 
maintained inventory for in-house use on demand for the production of private label 
garments which are supplied to customers as completed products having the private 
label as directed by the customer. Maintenance of the garments of the invention in 

20 inventory allows rapid fulfillment of customer orders and provides flexibility in 
management of inventory required by private label operations (i.e. excess inventory 
could always be finished as the manufacturer's labeled garment if necessary to relieve 
an overage of a particular product produced for custom or private labeling). 

The drawings illustrate particular embodiments of the invention. Referring 

25 now to Figure 1, a garment 100 is shown wherein garment body 105 is attached to 
collarette 1 10 by joining seam 1 1 5. Joining seam 1 15 is covered by display strip 120, 
which is attached along one edge by being sewn together with collarette 110 and 
garment body 105 in joining seam 115. The other edge of display strip 120 is folded 
over joining seam 1 1 5 and attached over a portion of its length on either side of the 

30 label area by topstitching 125. A label 130, containing, for example, information 
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required by government regulations, such as instructions for care of the garment, i.e. a 
"joker" label, may optionally be included in the garment of the invention. Unattached 
portion 135 allows for label attachment. A label can be simply inserted in a 
superimposed position relative to the joker label as shown, and then secured by 

5 stitching down the unattached portion 135 over the label. 

Figure 2 shows an alternative embodiment of the invention wherein the strip 
covering the joining seam 115 is a shoulder-to-shoulder tape 205. The tape 205 is 
secured to the collarette 110 along one edge via stitching 210. The other edge of tape 
205 is secured to garment body 105 via stitching 215, except for an unattached portion 

10 220. Unattached portion 220 allows for label attachment as discussed above. 

Figure 3 shows yet another embodiment having shoulder-to-shoulder tape 205 
as shown in Fig. 2, wherein an unattached portion 220 (not shown folded back, as in 
Fig. 2) is provided by deviation 225 in stitching 215. Accordingly, unattached portion 
220 may be folded back or lifted to allow insertion of a label, which is secured by 

15 folding unattached portion 220 back into place and securing it with stitching over and 
through the inserted label. 

While specific embodiments have been set forth as illustrated and described 
above, it is recognized that variations may be made with respect to disclosed 
20 embodiments. Therefore, while the invention has been disclosed in various forms 
only, it will be obvious to those skilled in the art that many additions, deletions and 
modifications can be made without departing from the spirit and scope of this 
invention, and no undue limits should be imposed except as set forth in the following 
claims. 
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